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“CRAYOLAVERSARY” CONTEST WINNER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Contest criteria 
 

The “Crayolaversary” contest required potential winners to submit an original drawing (not a 

coloring page) colored with at least 25 different Crayola crayon colors. “Crayolaversary” had 

three different age group categories: ages 3-6, 7-9, and 10-12. Judges randomly selected one 

drawing from each age group. The winners won an all-expenses-paid trip to Easton, Pa., with 

their families. It includes a two-day, two-night stay at the Grand Estonian hotel and admission to 

the Crayola Experience 

 

10- to 12-year-olds:  Stephen Smith 
 Stephen Smith, 12, lives in Littletown, Colo., with his parents, Joe and 

Susie Smith, and his two sisters, Brooke, 7, and Anaïs, 5. He also has a pet 

beagle, Sprocket, and an anole lizard, Bandito. A sixth-grader at Littletown 

Middle School, he currently wants to be an architect like his uncle Joe. 

Outside of school, he enjoys Minecraft and baseball. He plays shortstop for 

both his school and Little League, and likes the Minnesota Cardinals best.  

To win the “Crayolaversary” contest, he used crayons to draw a new 

rendition of the Twin Towers.   

“Ever since I heard about September 11, I wanted to do something to 

remember the people who died, and to honor the heroes who died trying to 

save them.  When I heard about this contest, I knew this was my chance,” 

Smith said. 

His teacher, Celeste Schwab, suggested he enter the contest. 

 “Stephen has always had a creative streak in him.  Crayola’s contest gave him and thousands of 

other children the opportunity to express his feelings while using his talents,” Schwab said.   

 

-more-  
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7- to 9-year-olds: Katie Jones 
 

Katie Jones is nine years old. She lives in Berwick, Maine 

with her parents, Monica and George Jones, one brother, 

Christopher, 11, and their pet rabbit, Sparkles.  Katie goes to 

Northeast Elementary School and is in Michael Enders’ third 

grade class. She dreams of being a teacher or a news reporter 

someday. After school hours - and after finishing all her 

homework - she can be found playing outside in the woods 

with her older brother, having parent-teacher conferences for 

her dolls and stuffed animals or reading Neil Gaiman’s “Odd 

and the Frost Giants” or another favorite book.  

For her winning contest entry, Jones used crayons to draw the 

ultimate classroom. Along with a giant combination 

terrarium\aquariums, it has floating desks and wall-to-wall 

smart boards. 

 “I love school.  I wanted to draw a classroom that would be 

the perfect place for kids to use their creative talents to make a 

difference, like our teachers always tell us to do,” Jones said.  

The passions which inspired her entry started at a young age, according to her mother, Monica 

Jones.  

“When Katie was just a toddler, she used to line up her crayons from the 64 box in rows and 

pretend they were her students.  She always encouraged them to be creative!” Jones said.  

Katie inspires not only her fictional students, but her fellow students, too.  

“Katie is a great student. She can always get a group of kids going with one of her creative ideas. 

I expect one day we’ll be hearing about her ‘Teacher of the Year’ award for inspiring creativity 

in her students,” Michael Enders, Katie’s teacher, said.  

 

-more- 
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3- to 6-year-olds: Christie Miller 
 
 

 

Christie Miller, age four, lives with her parents, 

Michael and Sharon Miller, her two twin 

brothers, Zachary and Dolan, 14, her sister, 

Patrice, two, and 700 Guernsey cows on a dairy 

farm in Hearst, Texas. The Millers also have a 

parakeet, Lucky, and a calico kitten, Zoom.  

Christie goes to Sunshine Factory Preschool, 

where she loves finger-painting, snack 

time...and, of course, coloring with her 64-

count box of Crayola crayons.   

“It’s so much fun to watch Christie express her 

ideas through coloring.  She really cares about 

others, and combines that with her sense of 

adventure as she imagines new places and new 

ways to help people,” Jewel Jannsen, Christie’s 

teacher, said.  

When not at school, Christie enjoys helping her 

daddy out on the farm. (Her favorite thing is 

“watching baby cows get ‘borned.’”) She also 

likes playing dress-up or having tea parties with 

her younger sister and watching Sesame Street.  

To win the “Crayolaversary” prize for her age 

group, Christie drew a Martian colony, since she wants to be an astronaut.  

Christie says, “When I get big, I want to go to outer space and build a place for people to go and 

visit.  And if the Earth ever gets too hard to live on, we can go to my space place and live there.” 

Michael Miller commends the “Crayolaversary” contest for nurturing his daughter’s creativity. 

 “Christie’s imagination keeps her thinking outside the box, while her love for friends and 

relatives keeps her heart grounded.  This contest was a great way for her to put her thoughts into 

action while having a lot of fun,” Miller said.  

### 

 


